Herne Bridge - What we know
This information is a compilation of the facts that we know from the relevant bodies as listed and
not in any way Halberton Parish Council's view or assumption.
The Parish Council has no powers or authority over the bridge or roads .
Responsibilities:
The structure of Herne Bridge is the responsibility of Historical Railways Estate (on behalf of
Department for Transport who own the bridge).
The road over the structure (and all other local roads) are the responsibility of Devon County
Council.
The water-main (which burst on 30th December 2020 and caused the damage) belongs to South
West Water.
Wildlife and compliance with legislation falls under the remit of Natural England.
Note: Devon County Council and South West Water were in attendance initially to rectify the burst
and implement traffic management.
Surveys of the bridge
Structural survey:
The burst pipe has created a void that is approximately 2m deep and the stability of the
surrounding fill is, at present, unknown. This has raised notable concerns relating to load carrying
capacity in the short term, as a result no motor vehicles are permitted over the structure.
The road fabric is eroded and the embankment leading up to the bridge is damaged, but the bridge
structure itself is not affected, however, because of the damage it has been classified as 'in danger
of collapse'.
From an engineering point of view and dependent on the what the investigations find, the work will
likely be a combination of grouting up and installing/compacting new fill and road layers.
Ecological survey:
Ecological surveys are undertaken by appropriately qualified/experienced ecologists, in this
instance employed by Historical Railways Estate, and then used to inform the plan for the works to
repair the bridge. In the instance of Herne Bridge there is evidence of substantial badger activity
and there is a due process to follow before repairs can be started as badgers are a protected
species. The likely time-frame for repair is the end of the year.
1. Badger sett design to be completed.
2. Badger sett design to be submitted to local Heritage/Listing officer for agreement (as it will
have a visual impact on the bridge).
3. Once agreed the sett will be constructed.
4. The new sett will then be monitored to ensure that it is being used.
5. Once the new sett has been in use for circa 6 months then ‘eviction’ of the badgers from
the existing sett can be started – one way doors, etc.
6. Upon completion of the ‘eviction’ measures at the existing sett it will be monitored. There
then needs to be 21 days with no evidence of further use. If any is noted then the
clock effectively resets again.
7. Once 21 clear days have been recorded then works can begin to the embankment.

A further issue is that the Department of Transport does not own any land locally, so will have to
negotiate with a landowner in order to gain permission to construct the artificial sett before any of
the above can take place. In addition, exclusion works can only take place between 1st July and
30th November.
Note: A licence is required from Natural England before the badgers can be moved to the new sett.
It is understood that the process will be put in place as soon as possible and the license is being
prepared by the ecologist for the ‘eviction’ of the badgers from the sett but it cannot be submitted
until the new sett has been designed and agreed though.
The new sett will have a visual impact on the bridge (which is itself listed), so needs approval by
the local Conservation officer who is aware of the urgency of the situation.
Details on badger licensing for damage purposes can be found on our website here
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/badgers-licence-to-interfere-with-setts-to-preventdamage
Diversions and temporary road options
Diversion
The Parish Council is monitoring the diversions in place and has requested that signs be put up at
Five Bridges, Canal Hill and Way Mill Cross reading 'no access to Halberton' and the existing
diversion signs at Five Bridges be removed.
The diversion signs in place on the lanes can cause non-residents to go round in circles.
The option of a one way system could be considered but could potentially make journeys longer.
Please report any problems with traffic to the Parish Clerk (clerk@halberton.org) and any problems
with the roads themselves to Devon County Council on their website How to report a pothole in
Devon - Roads and transport.
Narrow/single lane over the bridge:
The road is too narrow, and close to the badger sett location and washed out materials. Intrusive
investigation works would be required to ensure the safety of the bridge to vehicles and the view is
that the bridge would not prove fit for vehicles.
Temporary road option:
The option of a temporary road is complex.
The Local Authority would have to indemnify the landowner from any/all claims and
manage/maintain the road itself and it would be subject to the temporary not impacting on the
badges.
Temporary bridge:
Consideration has been given to a temporary bridge effectively spanning over the washed out
area. In this instance, the changes in gradient, the state of the Herne Bridge itself and the badgers
plus the resulting time to put the bridge in place is considered to be both cost and time prohibitive
by Devon County Council.
Policing of the bridge
Signs and fencing are in place preventing vehicle access and local officers will be making regular
checks. The Duty Public Order Planner and the Rural Crime Wildlife Officer have been briefed.
Removal of the fencing would be considered criminal damage.

Public meeting
The Parish Council is contacting all those involved to ask for their attendance at the next Parish
Council meeting where members of the public will be able ask questions during the Public Forum.
If insufficient people are available on that date then a further date will be pursued.
In the meantime, as the weather improves, we would ask all drivers to take into consideration the
increased numbers of pedestrians, cyclists and riders on the lanes whilst the current Government
restrictions are in place and drive with due care and attention. And, where possible, use an
alternative route to the lanes for through journeys.
Sue McGeever
Clerk to Halberton Parish Council

